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How to further and perfect the study of higher education has always been 
what higher education experts focus on. Particular methodology is also required 
for an independent subject. Relative to pedagogy and other social subjects, the 
study of higher education has always attached little importance to the research 
and building of its own methodology as well as the reflections on its research, 
which has resulted in the randomness and purposelessness in the development of 
subjects of higher education as well as the poor situation of the research into 
higher education. This thesis, based on the reference to the methodology of 
other social subjects as well as the present situation and particularity of the study 
of higher education, aims to put forward the idea that at present the research into 
the methodology of higher education should be done through the focus on 
problems instead of systems. The principle of the methodology of higher 
education should be settled through the study on problems, which lays the 
foundation for the final establishment of the system of methodology. 
Thus, entitled with On the Methodology of Research into Chinese Higher 
Education, this thesis illustrates, analyzes and reflects on the points that present 
study of higher education has focused on, thus puts forward the relative 
principle of methodology. This thesis explores the following three points: the 
methodology of the research into multi-subjects in higher education; the 
methodology of the globalization and localization of the research into Chinese 
higher education; and the methods of consideration, determination and ration in 
the research into higher education. Besides, this thesis decides the focus of the 
research into higher education and puts forward the system of research into 
multi-subjects of higher education. The developing tendency of the subjects in 
the study of Chinese higher education is also argued here, so as to show the 
complexity of the globalization and localization of the research into Chinese 














property of social science in the study of higher education etc., which results in 
three thinking principles: subject methodology, local methodology, and 
scientific methodology. These lay a good foundation for the construction of the 
methodology system in the study of higher education.  
This thesis explores the complexity and particularity of the study of higher 
education in various ways. With various analyses and arguments, it alleges that 
the study of Chinese higher education should be on its way of subject 
development. It meets the need of practical development in higher education. 
Besides, it takes into account the preponderant position of Chinese study of 
higher education in the global field. It is also the strong belief that a higher 
education expert holds for the development of the subject in higher education. 
However, it’s not a royal road. Compared with the development of a research, 
there are various difficulties for the development of subjects. It’s necessary for a 
higher education expert to tune their intentions and methods in research, so as to 
contribute to the establishment of the Chinese theoretical school of higher 
education in scientific and responsible ways.  
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